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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   Fern Beathard , Secretary

     740-835-6491                                      (740)634-2799               
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                       overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com

              
Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, , Co Chair

740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645
jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Tim Shoemaker, Editor
 740-851-9127

  tshoe140@horizonview.net
                                                             

August 9th Planning Meeting
There was a good turn out to eat (of course) and kick around ideas for next years 

scheduled. The ideas were coming in faster than they could be written down! It seemed 
that it took longer to try to decide the month for each idea than it did for the ideas to 
surface! Below is a rough draft of the plans. It will probably undergo a few tweaks by 
the first of the year, so watch the newsletter for any changes!

Tentative scheduled for 1019

January.......................................................No Meeting

February 14th...............................Salamanders and other creek critters.

March 7th .........................................Surveying your property.

April 11th ....................................Program about Camp Canopy.

May 9th .............................................The Chestnut Tree.

June (TBA)..................................Christmas Tree Farm Tour. (Saturday)

July  (TBA)..............................................Kids Day

August 8th ….................................Annual Planning Meeting

September 12th ….....................Ohio State Park Activities Presentation

October (TBA)...................................Kaldmo Farm Tour

November 14th …..................Open Mic / Photo Contest / Camp Fund Auction

December 12th …..................Annual Membership Meeting and Christmas Party
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A Day in the Woods Tentative Program Schedule for 2018

February 5, 2018 
by David Apsley 

September 14th – Timber Harvesting. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Zaleski State Forest– Zaleski CCC Camp. Registration fee $12. 
Visit an active or recently closed timber sale. Learn how to make sure that your timber harvest is compatible with the goals 
that you have for your woodland.
October 12th – Fall Treasures in Your Woodland. Fungi, Lichens and more… 9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State 
Forest. Registration fee $12. Explore the forest in search of fungi, lichens and other organisms that are present in the fall. 
Learn about the ecology and function of these often overlooked organisms.
November 9th – Understanding Woodland Wildlife Habitat & Critters that Rely on it. 
9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about the various woodland wildlife habitats that 
can be found in Appalachian Ohio. Discover techniques that you can use to monitor the habitat in your woods.
A SATURDAY in the WOODS – Family Event. Date to be Determined. Noon to 9:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. 
Registration fee to be determined. We have not worked out the details yet, but we are planning to offer a Saturday event kids 
from 1 to 100. This event will provide multiple opportunities to explore the forest and its inhabitants. We hope to end the 
day with a night program focusing on night skies and nocturnal animals.

Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)
October 11th.......................Forest to Family Room

November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest
December 13th...............Annual Meeting and Dinner

  The teacher gave her fifth grade class an assignment: Get their parents to tell them a story with a moral at the end of it.
---The next day, the kids came back ...and, one by one, began to tell their stories.
There were all the regular types of stuff: Spilled milk and pennies saved. But then the teacher realized, that only Janie was left.
"Janie, do you have a story to share?"
"Yes ma'am. My daddy told me a story about my Mommy. She was a Marine pilot in Desert Storm, and her plane got hit. She had to bail out
over enemy territory, and all she had was a flask of whiskey, a pistol, and a survival knife.
She drank the whiskey on the way down so the bottle wouldn't break, and then she parachuted right into the middle of 20 Iraqi troops........
She shot 15 of them with the pistol, until she ran out of bullets, killed four more with the knife, till the blade broke, and then she killed the 
last Iraqi with her bare hands."
''Good Heavens, 'said the horrified teacher. What did your Daddy tell you was the moral to this horrible story'?"
...."Don't Screw with Mommy when she's been drinking."

The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Circumference. He acquired his size from
too much pi.

Frame every so-called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?' 

Your job won't take care of you when you are sick.  Your friends and parents
will.  Stay in touch. 
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109

Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Perry 
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Jason Van Houten, DNR Forester
Madison, Franklin

614-265-6703
Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Enhance Your Wildlife Habitat

   Woodland habitats benefit a variety of wildlife species including many species
that are at risk. While not all wildlife species require extensive forest habitat, most species
use woods or benefit from them indirectly. For example, many species of fish and
invertebrates require high water quality, which is supported by woodland habitat (riparian corridor) along streams and rivers. 
Also, rare bird species such as the cerulean warbler and Acadian flycatcher require large tracts of mature forests. Therefore, 
loss of woodlands and fragmentation of forests contribute to the decline in wildlife diversity.                                     One 
way to address loss of habitat is by planting non-forested areas with a diversity of trees. Studies of priority bird breeding 
habitat preferences and nest success indicate that expanding woodlands to connect patches and increasing forest cover in 
riparian areas would enhance habitat.                 You can help
by managing your woodlot to maintain health and by expanding your woodlot where possible. Every action will help support 
your greater area’s woodland wildlife habitat.

Ohio Continues to Lead the Nation with 241 Tree City USA
Communities

Posted on 4/20/2018 by Forestry in Tree City USA Urban Forestry 

COLUMBUS, OH – Ohio led the nation for the 37th consecutive year as the state with the 
most Tree City USA communities, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 
Last year, Ohio stood out as the nation’s leader in Tree City USA communities with 241 
participating cities, villages and townships. 

“We are proud to have so many Ohio communities that consistently promote the care of 
their trees through the Tree City USA program,” said Robert Boyles, Ohio’s state forester. 
“Ohio communities continue to enjoy the environmental benefits and visual aesthetic that 
being a participant in the Tree City USA program provides.” 

As part of this nationwide program, Ohioans last year planted more than 27,000 trees, 
pruned more than 88,000 trees, volunteered more than 48,000 hours in their urban forestry 
programs and invested a combined total of more than $40 million toward urban forestry 
efforts. 

Since 1979, the ODNR Division of Forestry has assisted communities in enhancing the 
quality of life within cities and villages through comprehensive urban forestry programs. In 
1997, Ohio became the first state to have more than 200 Tree City USA communities. 

Tree City USA was designed to encourage better care of the nation's community forests by 
awarding recognition to communities that meet four basic standards of a good tree care 
program: a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, an annual community forestry 
budget of at least $2 per capita, and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation. A complete
list of Ohio’s Tree City USA communities and their anniversaries can be found at 
arborday.org. 

The Tree City USA program, created in 1976, is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation, 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Conference of Mayors, National League of Cities and the 
National Association of State Foresters. 
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DUTCH OVEN SOUTHWESERN CHICKEN
2 ½ cups cooked and chopped chicken         2 cups shredded cheese
1 10 ½ oz can cream of mushroom soup     1 10 ½ oz can cream of celery soup
2 10 oz cans Rotel tomatoes and chilies     ¾ cup sliced green onions
1 8 oz package of egg noodles cooked and drained

Grease Dutch Oven. Combine Chicken, 1 cup of cheese, both soups, Ro Tel tomatoes, and ¾ cup green onions in large bowl.
Mix Noodles into mixture, and spoon into Dutch Oven. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Top with remaining Cheese, 
bake for 5 minutes to melt Cheese. Let stand for 10 minutes before serving.

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE AND TIM

Wayne: Is that the recipe to our “cook off” for the “Big Event?”
Tim: Yeah, what's the problem?
Wayne: Well....you just let Rick and John know what we're doing! That will give them an advantage over 
us at the “cook-off”
Tim: Trust me.....Fern told me neither one of them know how to boil water! 
Wayne: I'm not sure about that, they seemed awful egear to have this “cook-off”.
Tim: It'll be fine, after all, we are knocking at the door for our own TV show!
Wayne: I've got an idea of a dessert dish, and one other trick up my sleeve that will leave them speechless!
Tim: It's in the bag! Those guys won't know what hit them!
Wayne: Do we have to eat whatever they fix?
Tim: Yeah I guess, at least a taste. I think we better make a few rules on this “cook-off”.
Wayne: OK. 1st both parties have to taste the others. 2nd No restrictions on recipe. 3rd Everyone attending 
will have an input on the quality of the food. 4th If we get sick from their food, they pay the Dr. bill.
Tim: Agreed! But I hope we don't have to use that last rule.

SEPTEMBER 13th CAST IRON COOKING:

   Anyone who wants to come early is encouraged to do so. We will be starting the fire about 12:00 Noon 
in order to get the coals we need for cooking. Rick and John will only have to bring their Dutch Oven, 
prepared to cook, and all the confidence they can muster! 
   We will start demonstrations about 5:30-6:00, planning to eat about 7-7:30. (That is if Rick and John 
don't burn anything down or hurt anybody!) As you can see by the above photos, there is fire and hot stuff 
to deal with.
   Parking at the house is limited, so if you are able, please park along lane parallel style. You are all  
country folk, so you know how to park. (Except for John and Rick...someone  will be available to park for
them unless they have a driver.)
   As you may have realized by now, there will be a “cook-off”. This challenge was made by Rick and 
John some time ago, and this will be the “Event” that they ask for. It's just too bad for them that I can bash
them before hand because I write the newsletter!
   You really don't want to miss this outing! It's all in fun, (Right Rick and John?) We're just looking for a 
good time!
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Native Woodlands: Controlling Invasive Plants

Native woodland habitats are threatened in Ohio by land-use change and development and 
competition from invasive plants. Invasive plant species are non-native species that have been 
documented to out-compete native plant species on many sites to the point of harming ecosystems. 
Invasive species often grow very quickly, spread quickly, and have few or no natural enemies. If left 

alone, invasive plant species can eventually form a monoculture, which provides minimal benefits compared to a diverse 
native plant ecosystem. Native plants are the foundation of diverse biological communities that Ohio’s native wildlife 
depends upon. An example 
of a non-native invasive plant is tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus). Tree-of-heaven will out-compete most native tree species in 
woodland openings or edges. If left alone, tree-of-heaven can become the dominant tree species in a woodland stand. Tree-of-
heaven produces a chemical that suppresses the growth of many native plants (a biological phenomenon called allelopathy). 
Without management, a monoculture of tree-of-heaven can form, which has very low wildlife value and very little timber 
value since tree-of-heaven is not a sought-after wood. You can help
maintain diverse native woodland habitats by planting your landscape with native trees, shrubs, and plants and by removing 
invasive plants found on your property.

Specialty Forest Products
The mention of forest products traditionally brings to mind lumber and paper. While these are still very significant 

products coming from woodlands, the number of alternative products that woodland owners collect, grow, and make is 
growing.

Common specialty forest products include various woodland herbs (e.g., ginseng, goldenseal, black cohosh), maple 
syrup, mushrooms, nuts, berries, and an array of special wood products (e.g., baskets, barrels, bowls, charcoal, hand-made 
furniture, frames, games, handles, toys, dishes).

When looking for woodland income opportunities, small woodlot owners often look to specialty forest products since
timber harvesting may not be feasible on small woodlots. Marketing of these products has become more viable with the 
connectivity that the internet provides, and in an ever changing world, new woodland products will likely emerge.



Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661
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THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 13th 

CAST IRON COOKING OVER AN OPEN FIRE

SHOEMAKER TREE FARM

3681 US Hwy 23, CHILLICOTHE

1 Mile north of Scioto Trail Forest, left side.

1.2 Miles South of Rozelle Ck Rd, Right Side.

Bring a covered dish, and a chair. Iced Tea and Water provided.

(Rick and John will be preparing one of the dishes, who knows what that will

turn out to be!)

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

Wayne's New Shirt! He's Gittin' Serious!!


